Regular Meeting 
April 5, 2016
7:00 p.m.

The Mayor and City Council of the Town of Amite City, Louisiana came together in regular session this 5th day of April 2016 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the meeting room of City Hall.  Mayor Bel called the meeting to order and asked Ms. Lee for roll call.  The following were present: Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor; Mayor Pro Tem Rose Sumrall; Council Members: 
Arthur S. Leonard, Jr., Jonathon Foster, Emanuel Zanders III, and Neil Currier.  
Mayor Bel called on Assistant Pastor Bobby Graham of the Amite Pentecostal Church to offer the night’s prayer.  

Mayor Bel led the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Public Input.

There was no public input.
Meeting Minutes.

March 1, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes, March 15, 2016 Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting Minutes, and March 14, 2016 Arts Council Meeting Minutes.   Mr. Leonard moved and Mrs. Sumrall seconded to accept the minutes of the above meetings.  Motion carried without opposition.

TREASURER'S REPORT

General Fund

Bal 2-29-16  
 
  73,218.43    
Deposits
            455,115.68

                        528,334.11
Cks Drn                      356,047.57
Bal 3-31-16
            172,286.54       

Sales Tax Fund      
Bal 2-29-16
           355,381.24
Deposits
           217,232.52


           572,613.76
Cks Drn
           300,000.00
Bal 3-31-16
           272,613.76
Waterworks Operating Fund

Bal 2-29-16             1,240,758.44
Deposits                     148,689.15
                                1,389,447.59
Cks Drn                      115,784.54
Bal 3-31-16             1,273,663.05
Water Deposits

Bal 2-29-16
 
 72,182.00
Deposits

   3,732.31


             75,914.31
Cks Drn

   3,578.00
Bal 3-31-16                  72,336.31
Cemetery Maintenance

Bal 2-29-16  

 88,194.25
Deposits

      138.44


             88,332.69
Cks Drn

             -0 
Bal 3-31-16                  88,332.69
Economic Development

Bal 2-29-16                 292,371.50
Deposits                             127.14


            292,498.64
Cks Drn
                1,100.00
Bal 3-31-16
            291,398.64
Capital Improvement

Bal 2-29-16  
              78,017.34
Deposits
                     34.00


              78,051.34
Cks Drn
                         -0-
Bal 3-31-16
              78,051.34 
Water Deposit Certificate of Deposit

Bal 2-29-16

  67,358.41
Deposits
                        -0-
Bal 3-31-16

  67,358.41
Prisoner's Fund

Bal 2-29-16                        485.22
Deposits                             252.45
                                           737.67
Cks Drn                              252.00
Bal 3-31-16                        485.67
Police Bond Money

Bal 2-29-16                   14,532.46
Deposits

  21,592.28



  36,124.74
Cks Drn
              12,163.90
Bal 3-31-16                   23,960.84
Bond Appearance

Bal 2-29-16                   13,493.64
Deposits                             350.95
                                      13,844.59
Cks Drn

         
            -0- 

Bal 3-31-16                   13,844.59
Drug Assets Fund



Bal 2-29-16                     6,816.15
Deposits                                 2.97
                                        6,819.12
Cks Drn                                    -0- 
Bal 3-31-16                     6,819.12
USDA Police Car Fund

Bal 2-29-16                        119.23
Deposits                                   -0-
                                           119.23
Cks Drn                                    -0-
Bal 3-31-16

       119.23
Arts Council

Bal 2-29-16                    66,320.22
Deposits                                28.68
                                       66,348.90
Cks Drn                            2,088.37
Bal 3-31-16                    64,260.53
Utilities Sinking Fund

Bal 2-29-16                    38,156.02
Deposits                                16.63
                                       38,172.65
Cks Drn 

             -0-
Bal 3-31-16                    38,172.65
Utility Depreciation and Contingency Fund

Bal 2-29-16  

  150,180.76
Deposits
                       65.45
                          150,246.21
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 3-31-16

  150,246.21
Utility Revenue Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 2-29-16                   103,773.85
Deposits

           45.22
                                      103,819.07
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 3-31-16                   103,819.07
USDA Sewer Sinking Fund

Bal 2-29-16 

    18,522.80
Deposits
                         8.07  



    18,530.87
Cks Drn

              -0-             
Bal 3-31-16

    18,530.87
USDA Sewer Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 2-29-16 

    85,196.08
Deposits

           37.13



    85,233.21
Cks Drn

              -0-
Bal 3-31-16                     85,233.21
UDSA Sewer Deprec & Contingency               

Bal 2-29-16                      22,574.90
Deposits                                    9.84
                                         22,584.74
Cks Drn                                       -0-
Bal 3-31-16                      22,584.74
USDA Sewer Short Lived Assets

Bal 2-29-16                      72,607.50
Deposits                                  31.64
                                         72,639.14
Cks Drn                                     -0-                                       

Bal 3-31-16                      72,639.14
USDA Water Short-Lived Assets
Bal 2-29-16

     91,687.70
Deposits

            39.96
                                         91,727.66
Cks Drn                                    -0-
Bal 3-31-16                      91,727.66
USDA Water Depreciation Fund

Bal 2-29-16

     14,819.65   

Deposits
  
              6.46



     14,826.11
Cks Drn

                -0-
Bal 3-31-16                      14,826.11
USDA Water Debt Service

Bal 2-29-16
                 58,023.60
Deposits

            25.29
                                         58,048.89
Cks Drn


  -0-
Bal 3-31-16         
     58,048.89
USDA Water Sinking 

Bal 2-29-16                      50,465.01
Deposits                                  21.99
                                         50,487.00
Cks Drn                                      -0-
Bal 3-31-16                      50,487.00
Water Bills Past Due: 

February 29, 2016 - $17,013.59
March 31, 2016 - $14,467.03

Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to accept the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried without opposition.  
Mayor Bel:  Introduce Proposed Amended Budget FYE 06/30/2016.
Mayor Bel presented a proposed amended budget FYE 06/30/2016.  Mr. Currier moved to introduce the following:
TOWN OF AMITE CITY

BUDGET SUMMARY OF GENERAL AND SPECIAL REVENUE FUNDS

Proposed Amended Budget for year ending June 30, 2016

	
	GENERAL FUND
	SPECIAL REVENUE FUND
	TOTAL

	
	
	
	

	Beginning Fund Balance
	 ($35,191)
	$1,109,819
	$1,074,628

	Estimated Revenues
	1,484,475
	2,875,255
	4,359,730

	Estimated Funds Available
	$1,449,284
	$3,985,074
	$5,434,358

	Estimated Expenditures
	
	
	

	   Salaries
	$1,657,154
	0
	$1,657,154

	   Payroll tax/employee benefits
	757,000
	0
	757,000

	     Total Personnel cost
	$2,414,154
	0
	$2,414,154

	Other Operating Cost
	$1,843,110
	$48,075
	$1,891,185

	   Total Expenditures
	$4,257,264
	$48,075
	$4,305,339

	Excess Revenues (expenditures)
	(2,807,980)
	$3,936,999
	$1,129,019

	Transfers in
	$2,840,000
	$346,750
	$3,186,750

	Transfers out
	($24,500)
	($3,162,250)
	($3,186,750)

	Excess estimated revenues over estimated expenditures
	$7,520
	$1,121,499
	$1,129,019


Mrs. Sumrall:  Police and Fire Matters.
Mrs. Sumrall recognized Chief Trabona, who said Miguel Olivero resigned and recommended hiring Christian Taylor as a radio operator.   Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to accept Chief Trabona’s recommendation to hire Christian Taylor as a radio operator.  Motion carried without opposition.

There were no fire matters.

Mrs. Sumrall:  Chamber of Commerce.

Mrs. Sumrall removed agenda item.

Mr. Currier:  Introduce Ordinance – Sick Leave.

Mr. Currier moved to introduce the following:

Employee Policy Manual

Section 5.  Leave

C. Sick leave.

6. A.  Each full-time employee shall be credited with sick leave at the rate of 1.85 

hours per two-week pay period worked for the first year of full-time employment.

B. Each employee with more than one year of service as a full-time employee shall be credited with 3.70 hours of sick leave for each two-week pay period worked.

Mr. Foster requested and received unanimous permission to add agenda item, “Convention Expense”, as he previously requested it be placed on the agenda.

Mr. Foster:  Convention Expense.

Mr. Foster said he submitted a request for reimbursement for attending the LMA Mid-Winter Conference, but has not received reimbursement.  He added that the council voted to let anyone attend the conference.  Mayor Bel said, due to previous action, he requested the city attorney review the request and a response will be forthcoming.  Mr. Foster accused Mayor Bel of being a racist.  Mayor Bel added that the town went through legal proceedings on this subject and was advised by legal counsel to carefully review the request.  Mr. Foster said he will get his attorney involved.
Mr. Foster:  All Board Appointments by Town.

Mayor Bel referred Mr. Foster to the list of boards and membership that was provided to each councilman.  Mr. Foster questioned if Earl Richardson has been attending cemetery board meetings, as he has been ill.  Mr. Lee said there hasn’t been a recent cemetery board meeting.

Mr. Foster moved for the minority makeup of all boards to reflect the community regarding minorities.  Mr. Leonard seconded.  Mayor Bel asked anyone interested in serving on a board, please contact City Hall.  Mr. Foster asked Councilman Leonard and Zanders if they agreed with the makeup of the boards.  Mr. Leonard suggested the council continue with the agenda and asked anyone willing to serve, to please come forward.
Mayor Bel said the City Council is the biggest board of the town and is majority African-American.  Mayor Bel said the council reflects the community, and added the Town has always encouraged all citizens to serve on volunteer boards.  

Mr. Foster:  Town Audit.
Mr. Foster said he has been on the council 20 years and the town has never had a town audit.  Mr. Foster moved to have a town audit.  Motion failed for lack of a second.

Mr. Foster:  Rundown Houses.

Mr. Foster said there is an ordinance regarding rundown houses.  Mayor Bel said the council or citizens can report rundown properties, then the administration does research on property owners and follows enforcement procedures.  Mayor Bel asked Mr. Foster to provide a list of properties.
Mr. Foster:  Bridge-Richardson Street.

Mr. Foster said the road is caving in on Richardson Street.  Mr. Dupuy said he has widened the road and is waiting on the delivery of a second culvert to continue the repairs.
Mayor Bel said Mr. Foster forgot an agenda item, “Fixing Tickets.”  Mr. Foster said he didn’t want to discuss the issue.  Mayor Bel asked the other council members if they wished to discuss the agenda item.  There was no comment.
Mr. Leonard:  Butler’s Park/Splash Park.
Mr. Leonard said Butler Park needs an upgrade and a splash park would promote family activities.  He added he has contact information for several companies.  Mayor Bel said the town is working on a grant proposal and asked Mr. Leonard to provide his contacts.

Mr. Leonard:  Sewer Treatment Plant.
Mr. Dupuy said the town has applied for grant funds for damage to the levee resulting from the March floods.  Mr. Leonard said the problem is worse in warmer weather.

Mr. Leonard:  Ordinance to Extend the Corporate Limits.
Mr. Leonard moved to introduce the following:

AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE TOWN OF AMITE CITY, LOUISIANA

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF AMITE CITY that the corporate limits of the Town of Amite City, Louisiana be and they are hereby extended under the provisions of the Louisiana Revised Statutes 33:171, et seq. to include certain territory more particularly described as follows, to-wit:

A tract containing 4.294 acres located in Section 6, Township 4 South, Range 7 East, Tangipahoa Parish, LA, all as per map and survey by Robert G. Barrilleaux, PLS, dated April 29, 2006, named Tom Brister Mini Petition.  Tract No. 1 contains 2.10 acres, Tract No. 2 contains 1.5 acres and Tract No. 3 contains. 0.69 acres.

Mr. Foster questioned the area of the annexation.  Chuck Reid, City Attorney said the area includes Mr. Tom’s Car Wash, First South Farm Credit, and Cross Memorial Funeral Home.

Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried without objection.

Attest:
________________________                               
______________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk
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