Regular Meeting 
March 1, 2016
7:00 p.m.

The Mayor and City Council of the Town of Amite City, Louisiana came together in regular session this 1st day of March 2016 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the meeting room of City Hall.  Mayor Bel called the meeting to order and asked Ms. Lee for roll call.  The following were present: Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor; Mayor Pro Tem Rose Sumrall; Council Members:   Arthur S. Leonard, Jr., Jonathon Foster, Emanuel Zanders III, and Neil Currier.  
Mayor Bel called on Parish Councilman Louis Nick Joseph to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Mayor Bel called on Carol Brooke to offer the night’s prayer.  

Public Input.

Mayor Bel recognized Councilmen Louis Nick Joseph and James Bailey.  Mayor Bel recognized Tanya Sparks, of Parish Recreation District 3, who introduced Frank Newell, of Newell Engineering.  Mr. Newell presented a concept and a budget for a recreation facility.  The needs of the community were identified and the proposed complex includes baseball, soccer, and football fields, a track and a gymnasium.  Mr. Newell said a 15-mill tax will be on the ballot April 9, 2016, with 75% of the millage to service the debt and the remainder for operating expenses, using a $7.5 million budget.  For a $150,000 home, with homestead exemption, the millage will cost $150 a year.
In response to questioning from Mr. Foster, Tanya Sparks said the board will hire a director.  Chief Trabona inquired about outside basketball courts.  Mr. Newell said they could be developed.  Ms. Sparks said the concept is preliminary and can be changed after comments.
Discussion ensued on the boundaries of the district.  Eve Wilson said the Recreation District must use district lines that were established by a previous parish council.  Mr. Joseph added that the district is providing information to town officials and all stakeholders to generate support.

Public Input.

Mayor Bel recognized Louis Nick Joseph and James Bailey on public transit.  Mr. Joseph thanked the council for enacting a resolution endorsing public transportation. 

Mr. Joseph said the group plans to coordinate with the Council on Aging to provide a reasonable, affordable public transit system, with Parish President Miller forming a committee to provide recommendations.  Mr. Joseph asked the town to contribute to the cost of the project.

Councilman Bailey said students can’t get to SLU and patients can’t get to Hood Hospital and asked for the town’s support.
Antoinette Harrell thanked the council for supporting public transportation, adding that transportation is available in the southern, but not the northern part of the parish.
Meeting Minutes.

February 2, 2016 Regular Meeting Minutes, February 16, 2016 Planning and Zoning Commission Meeting Minutes, and February 8, 2016 Arts Council Meeting Minutes.   Mr. Currier moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to accept the minutes of the above meetings.  Motion carried without opposition.

TREASURER'S REPORT

General Fund

Bal 1-31-16  
 
108,963.73    
Deposits
            306,640.80

                        415,604.53
Cks Drn                       342,386.10
Bal 2-29-16
              73,218.43       

Sales Tax Fund      
Bal 1-31-16
           166.320.81
Deposits
           289,060.43


           455,381.24
Cks Drn
           100,000.00
Bal 2-29-16
           355,381.24
Waterworks Operating Fund

Bal 1-31-16             1,204,224.52
Deposits                     160,188.37
                                1,364,412.89
Cks Drn                      123,654.45
Bal 2-29-16             1,240,758.44
Water Deposits

Bal 1-31-16
 
 70,806.81
Deposits

   3,805.19


             74,612.00
Cks Drn

   2,430.00
Bal 2-29-16                  72,182.00
Cemetery Maintenance

Bal 1-31-16  

 87,208.27
Deposits

      985.98


             88,194.25
Cks Drn

             -0 
Bal 2-29-16                  88,194.25
Economic Development

Bal 1-31-16                 293,351.57
Deposits                             119.93


            293,471.50
Cks Drn
                1,100.00
Bal 2-29-16
            292,371.50
Capital Improvement

Bal 1-31-16  
              77,985.40
Deposits
                     31.94


              78,017.34
Cks Drn
                         -0-
Bal 2-29-16
              78,017.34 
Water Deposit Certificate of Deposit

Bal 1-31-16

  67,077.46
Deposits
                   280.95
Bal 2-29-16

  67,358.41
Prisoner's Fund

Bal 1-31-16                        484.87
Deposits                             461.35
                                           946.22
Cks Drn                              461.00
Bal 2-29-16                        485.22
Police Bond Money

Bal 1-31-16                   41,184.17
Deposits

  16,745.24



  57,929.41
Cks Drn
              43,396.95
Bal 2-29-16                   14,532.46
Bond Appearance

Bal 1-31-16                   12,123.54
Deposits                          1,550.10
                                      13,673.64
Cks Drn

         
       180.00 

Bal 2-29-16                   13,493.64
Drug Assets Fund



Bal 1-31-16                     6,813.36

Deposits                                 2.79
                                        6,816.15
Cks Drn                                    -0- 
Bal 2-29-16                     6,816.15
USDA Police Car Fund

Bal 1-31-16                        119.23
Deposits                                   -0-
                                           119.23
Cks Drn                                    -0-
Bal 2-29-16

       119.23
Arts Council

Bal 1-31-16                    60,361.06
Deposits                           6,174.46
                                       66,535.52
Cks Drn                              215.30
Bal 2-29-16                    66,320.22
Utilities Sinking Fund

Bal 1-31-16                    38,140.40
Deposits                                15.62
                                       38,156.02
Cks Drn 

             -0-
Bal 2-29-16                    38,156.02
Utility Depreciation and Contingency Fund

Bal 1-31-16  

  150,119.28
Deposits
                       61.48
                          150,180.76
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 2-29-16

  150,180.76
Utility Revenue Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 1-31-16                   103,731.37
Deposits

           42.48
                                      103,773.85
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 2-29-16                   103,773.85
USDA Sewer Sinking Fund

Bal 1-31-16 

      9,585.21
Deposits
                  8,937.59           



    18,522.80
Cks Drn

              -0-             
Bal 2-29-16

    18,522.80
USDA Sewer Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 1-31-16 

    82,928.70
Deposits

      2,267.38



    85,196.08
Cks Drn

              -0-
Bal 2-29-16                     85,196.08
UDSA Sewer Deprec & Contingency               

Bal 1-31-16                      22,118.81
Deposits                                456.09
                                         22,574.90
Cks Drn                                       -0-
Bal 2-29-16                      22,574.90
USDA Sewer Short Lived Assets

Bal 1-31-16                      71,092.28
Deposits                             1,515.22
                                         72,607.50
Cks Drn                                     -0-                                       

Bal 2-29-16                      72,607.50
USDA Water Short-Lived Assets
Bal 1-31-16

   89,250.97
Deposits

     2,436.73
                                       91,687.70
Cks Drn                                    -0-
Bal 2-29-16                    91,687.70
USDA Water Depreciation Fund

Bal 1-31-16

   14,449.21   

Deposits
  
        370.44



   14,819.65
Cks Drn

              -0-
Bal 2-29-16                    14,819.65
USDA Water Debt Service

Bal 1-31-16
                56,177.92
Deposits

      1,845.68
                                        58,023.60
Cks Drn


  -0-
Bal 2-29-16         
    58,023.60
USDA Water Sinking 

Bal 1-31-16                     43,156.81
Deposits                            7,308.20
                                        50,465.01
Cks Drn                                     -0-
Bal 2-29-16                     50,465.01
Water Bills Past Due: 

January 31, 2016 - $22,425.44
February 29, 2016 - $17,013.59
Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Currier seconded to accept the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried without opposition.  
Mayor Bel:  Ordinance to Extend the Corporate Limits of the Town of Amite.
Mayor Bel said three property owners west of I-55 have petitioned to be annexed.  They include a car wash, a funeral home and a farm credit office.  Mr. Currier moved and Mrs. Sumrall seconded to adopt the following:  

AN ORDINANCE TO EXTEND THE CORPORATE LIMITS OF THE TOWN OF AMITE CITY, LOUISIANA

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF AMITE CITY that the corporate limits of the Town of Amite City, Louisiana be and they are hereby extended under the provisions of the Louisiana Revised Statutes 33:171, et seq. to include certain territory more particularly described as follows, to-wit:

A tract containing 4.294 acres located in Section 6, Township 4 South, Range 7 East, Tangipahoa Parish, LA, all as per map and survey by Robert G. Barrilleaux, PLS, dated April 29, 2006, named Tom Brister Mini Petition.  Tract No. 1 contains 2.10 acres, Tract No. 2 contains 1.5 acres and Tract No. 3 contains. 0.69 acres.

Mayor Bel asked for roll call:

YEA:  Mr. Currier, Mrs. Sumrall.

NAY:  Mr. Foster, Mr. Zanders.

ABSTAIN:  Mr. Leonard.  Motion failed.

Mayor Bel:  Access Road.
Mayor Bel said the town owns a 50-foot wide right-of-way on the west side of Gabriel Building Supply.  In order for the Parish to assist with gravel or overlay, the right-of-way must be a minimum of 60-feet.  The property owner has offered to donate the additional ten feet.  Mayor Bel asked the council to accept the ten-foot property donation from the Guzzardo family.

RESOLUTION NO. 5 - 2016
Be it resolved by the Mayor and City Council, governing authority of the Town of Amite City, State of Louisiana that the following donation of right-of-way is hereby accepted:

Ten-foot-wide strip of land west of the fifty-foot right-of-way bounded on the south by  Highway 16, bordering Gabriel Building Supply, donated by the Guzzardo family.

On a motion by Mrs. Sumrall, seconded by Mr. Currier, and approved by a unanimous vote of the City Council, Resolution No. 5 - 2016 was hereby adopted on this 1st day of March 2016.

Attest:

________________________


_______________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor


Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk
Mrs. Sumrall:  Police and Fire Matters.
Mrs. Sumrall recognized Chief Trabona, who said Russell Cuccia resigned and recommended hiring Sean Slaven as a police officer, retroactive to February 22, 2016.  Mr. Foster moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to accept Chief Trabona’s recommendation to hire Sean Slaven as a police officer, effective February 22, 2016.  Motion carried without opposition.

Chief Trabona recognized Officer Terry Zaffuto for life-saving efforts after he responded to a 911 call on Canal Street.  Upon arriving, Officer Zaffuto found the house consumed with smoke and the occupant on the floor.  Officer Zaffuto pulled the occupant to safety.  Chief Trabona said this was Officer Zaffuto’s second lifesaving effort.

Mrs. Sumrall recognized Chief Bruce Cutrer, who requested the council reappoint Herbert Brumfield and Robbie Lee to the Tangipahoa Parish Fire Protection District #1 Board.  Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to accept Chief Cutrer’s recommendation to reappoint Herbert Brumfield and Robbie Lee.  Motion carried without opposition.
Mrs. Sumrall:  Chamber of Commerce.

Mrs. Sumrall recognized Carol Brooke, who stated the chamber has 155 members and the chamber office has a new reception area.  She said there will be a ribbon-cutting ceremony Friday, March 4th at 9 a.m. for the State Farm office of Jake LeBlanc.  
Mrs. Brooke provided a list of activities for the 2016 Oyster Festival, and added the Oyster Board appreciates everything the town does for the Oyster Festival.  Mrs. Brooke recognized Scott Gay, Chairman, and Bruce Cutrer, Tanya Sparks and Jerry Trabona, board members.

Mr. Leonard:  Street and Speed Limit Signs.
Mr. Leonard said he spoke to Joe Dupuy, who told him speed limits are 25 mph in residential areas.  Mr. Leonard asked if school zones have a lower speed limit, or does the town have an ordinance to reduce speed limits.  Chief Trabona said the speed limit in town is 25 mph unless otherwise posted.  He added that he has beefed up traffic control around Amite High School.  Mr. Leonard aske the town to replace old signs and Mr. Dupuy agreed.

Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Leonard seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried without objection.

Attest:
________________________                               
______________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk
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