Regular Meeting 
April 4, 2017
7:00 p.m.

The Mayor and City Council of the Town of Amite City, Louisiana came together in regular session this 4th day of April 2017 at 7:00 p.m.  The meeting was held in the meeting room of City Hall.  Mayor Bel called the meeting to order and asked Mrs. Brooke for roll call.  The following were present:  Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor; Mayor Pro Tem Jonathon Foster; Council Members: Kris Hart, Emanuel Zanders III, Neil Currier and Rose Sumrall.  Absent:  None.
Mayor Bel called on Carol Brooke to offer the night’s prayer.  

Mayor Bel led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Public Input.

Mayor Bel recognized Connie Stein of CASA, who announced April is Child Abuse Prevention Month.  She introduced Tanya Warren, who invited the council and public to a pinwheel planting ceremony for child abuse awareness April 5, 2017 at 3 p.m. at Coach Catha Park.  Mrs. Warren stated that CASA is seeking volunteers and have 130 children on the waiting list for a CASA advocate.  
Meeting Minutes.

March 7, 2017 Regular Meeting Minutes, March 21, 2017 Planning and Zoning Meeting Minutes, and March 5, 2017 Arts Council Meeting Minutes.  Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Currier seconded to accept the above meeting minutes.  Motion carried without opposition.

TREASURER'S REPORT

General Fund

Bal 2-28-17  
 
183,058.25  
Deposits
            436,454.44

                        619,512.69
Cks Drn                       464,537.53
Bal 3-31-17
            154,975.16      

Sales Tax Fund      
Bal 2-28-17
              93,127.09
Deposits
            230,859.38


            323,986.47
Cks Drn
            252,500.00
Bal 3-31-17
              71,486.47
Waterworks Operating Fund

Bal 2-28-17              1,655,241.53
Deposits                      152,176.55
                                 1,807,418.08
Cks Drn                       168,454.89
Bal 3-31-17              1,638,963.19
Water Deposits

Bal 2-28-17
 
 75,947.51
Deposits

   3,561.02


             79,508.53
Cks Drn

   3,286.00
Bal 3-31-17                  76,222.53
Cemetery Maintenance

Bal 2-28-17  

 94,050.22
Deposits

      472.97


             94,523.19
Cks Drn

             -0 
Bal 3-31-17                  94,523.19
Economic Development

Bal 2-28-17                 556,420.15
Deposits                             430.87


            556,851.02
Cks Drn
                1,100.00
Bal 3-31-17
            555,751.02
Capital Improvement

Bal 2-28-17  
              94,350.97
Deposits
                     73.15


              94,424.12
Cks Drn
                         -0-
Bal 3-31-17                   94,424.12 
Water Deposit Certificate of Deposit

Bal 2-28-17

   67,843.52
Deposits
                         -0-
Bal 3-31-17

   67,843.52
Prisoner's Fund

Bal 2-28-17                        490.61
Deposits                             115.41
                                           606.02
Cks Drn                              114.62
Bal 3-31-17                        491.40
Police Bond Money

Bal 2-28-17                      10,564.35
Deposits

     18,378.37



     28,942.72
Cks Drn
                 16,911.08      
Bal 3-31-17                      12,031.64
Bond Appearance

Bal 2-28-17                     16,393.93
Deposits                               216.78
                                        16,610.71
Cks Drn

         
           26.00 

Bal 3-31-17                     16,584.71
Drug Assets Fund



Bal 2-28-17                        7,273.17
Deposits                                    5.64
                                           7,278.81
Cks Drn                                    -0- 
Bal 3-31-17                        7,278.81
USDA Police Car Fund 2016
Bal 2-28-17                         500.37
Deposits                              500.37
                                                  -0-
Cks Drn                               500.37
Bal 3-31-17

               -0-
USDA Service Truck 2016

Bal 2-28-17                               .21
Deposits


   -0-
                                                  .21
Cks Drn                                   -.21
Bal 3-31-17

               -0-
Arts Council

Bal 2-28-17                      55,058.98
Deposits                                  42.58
                                         55,101.56
Cks Drn                             2,221.14
Bal 3-31-17                     52,880.42
Utilities Sinking Fund

Bal 2-28-17                      54,144.26
Deposits                             8,194.35
                                         62,338.61
Cks Drn 

                 -0-
Bal 3-31-17                      62,338.61
Utility Depreciation and Contingency Fund

Bal 2-28-17  

     151,020.00
Deposits
                        117.09
                             151,137.09
Cks Drn                                      -0-
Bal 3-31-17

     151,137.09
Utility Revenue Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 2-28-17                     104,353.75
Deposits

             80.91
                                        104,434.66
Cks Drn                                       -0-
Bal 3-31-17                     104,434.66
USDA Sewer Sinking Fund

Bal 2-28-17 

       18,822.10
Deposits
                     8,950.21



       27,772.31
Cks Drn

                 -0-             
Bal 3-31-17

       27,772.31
USDA Sewer Bond Reserve Fund

Bal 2-28-17 

     112,550.41
Deposits

         2,321.16



     114,871.57
Cks Drn

                -0-
Bal 3-31-17                      114,871.57
UDSA Sewer Deprec & Contingency               

Bal 2-28-17                        28,080.90
Deposits                                  468.90
                                           28,549.80
Cks Drn                                         -0-
Bal 3-31-17                        28,549.80
USDA Sewer Short Lived Assets

Bal 2-28-17                        90,897.99
Deposits                               1,556.91
                                           92,454.90
Cks Drn                                        -0-                                       

Bal 3-31-17                        92,454.90
USDA Water Short-Lived Assets
Bal 2-28-17

     121,085.23
Deposits

         2,494.58
                                         123,579.81
Cks Drn                                        -0-
Bal 3-31-17                      123,579.81
USDA Water Depreciation Fund

Bal 2-28-17

       19,287.90   

Deposits
  
            379.06



       19,666.96
Cks Drn

                 -0-
Bal 3-31-17                        19,666.96
USDA Water Debt Service

Bal 2-28-17
                   80,282.98
Deposits

         1,885.32     
                                           82,168.30
Cks Drn

           
  -0-
Bal 3-31-17         
       82,168.30
USDA Water Sinking 

Bal 2-28-17                        50,904.73
Deposits                               7,331.59
                                           58,236.32
Cks Drn                                        -0-
Bal 3-31-17                        58,236.32
Water Bills Past Due: 

February 28 2017 - $16,602.68

March 31, 2017 - $12,649.06
Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Zanders seconded to accept the Treasurer's Report.  Motion carried without opposition.  
Mr. Foster said he introduced an ordinance last month regarding hiring an attorney for the council.  Mayor Bel said there are two attorneys hired for the council.  Mayor Bel said the mayor hires all employees, as hiring is an administrative function.  In response to questioning, City Attorney Brad Stevens said he would need to research the issue of the council hiring an attorney.

Mr. Foster moved to hire an attorney for the council.  Motion died for lack of a second.

Mayor Pro-tem Foster:  Oyster Festival.
Mr. Foster expressed concern with the lack of diversity with the Oyster Festival.  Mr. Foster questioned Chief Trabona, a member of the Oyster Board.  Mr. Foster asked Chief Trabona to let the Board know he would like to see action taken on the diversity issue.
Mayor Pro-tem Foster:  Certification of Water & Sewer.
Mr. Foster moved to introduce an ordinance to get someone certified for water and sewer.  Mr. Hart said the ordinance would require two or three people to be certified.  Mayor Bel said all ordinances must be introduced in writing.  

Mayor Pro-tem Foster:  Certification of City Clerk.
Mr. Foster moved to introduce an ordinance to require certification of the city clerk so the town can be in compliance.  Mr. Foster said the town has been written up in the audit on this issue.  

Mayor Bel clarified that Ms. Lee has been the city clerk for over thirty years.  She was recommended by two previous mayors and has been approved by the council for each term of office.  Ms. Lee is currently the city clerk, having been recommended by the mayor and approved by this council and she will continue to be the city clerk.  Mayor Bel said there is no certification required for a person to serve as city clerk.

Mr. Foster requested and received unanimous approval to add agenda item, “Drainage Board.”

Mr. Foster:  Drainage Board.

Mr. Hart said a motion to install a culvert was tabled at the last meeting, but the Drainage Board has since agreed to install a culvert for Patricia Francois and Willie Washington.  Mr. Ardillo said the Drainage Board approved purchasing all three culverts at their recent meeting.

Mr. Foster moved and Mr. Hart seconded to supply labor and dirt for three culverts for Frank Guzzardo, Patricia Francois, and Willie Washington, with the Drainage Board purchasing the culverts.  Motion carried without opposition.

Mr. Currier:  Ordinance – Water Rate – Masonic Lodge.

Mr. Currier moved and Mrs. Sumrall seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2 – 2017. Mr. Foster asked the cost of the ordinance.  Mrs. DiLorenzo said it cost the town $31 per month.  Mayor Bel asked for roll call:

YEA:  Mr. Foster, Mr. Currier, Mrs. Sumrall, Mr. Hart and Mr. Zanders.

NAY:  None.

ABSENT/ABSTAIN:  None.  Motion carried.

ORDINANCE NO. 2 – 2017


Section 7-1018.  Rates--Within town limits.

Churches inside the city limits, Tangipahoa Fire District #1 stations, and the Amite City Masonic Lodge will be billed at the same rate as residential water customers.

Be it ordained by the Mayor and City Council for the Town of Amite City that Ordinance No. 2 – 2017 was duly approved by a majority vote on this 4th day of April 2017.  

Attest:

____________________




____________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel




Mary Lou Lee

Mayor






City Clerk

Mrs. Sumrall:  Police and Fire Matters.
Mrs. Sumrall recognized Chief Trabona, who recommended hiring Randall Garcia as a radio operator.  Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Hart seconded to accept Chief Trabona’s recommendation to hire Randall Garcia as a radio operator, effective April 4, 2017.  Motion carried without opposition.  

Chief Trabona said he will promote Shymonica Franklin from radio operator to Sergeant, to replace David Bryant. 

There were no fire matters.

Mrs. Sumrall:  Chamber of Commerce.
Mrs. Sumrall removed agenda item.
Mr. Hart:  Present Plaque to Charles Jones for Outstanding Community Work.
Mr. Hart presented a plaque and a hat to Charles Jones for an outstanding job in the community.  Mr. Hart said Mr. Jones walks the town daily, picking up litter and helping anyone he can in the community.  Mr. Jones said it makes him feel good that people appreciate what he is doing.
Mr. Hart: Introduce Ordinance – Town Vehicles on Fuel Trac System.
Mr. Hart moved to introduce the following:

All town vehicles are put on Fuel Trac Card System.

Mr. Hart:  Introduce Ordinance to Prohibit Town Employees Bringing Vehicles Home.
Mr. Hart moved to introduce the following:

Prohibit town employees from taking home town-owned vehicles.
Mr. Hart:  Introduce Ordinance to Allocate $20,000 Annually for Council to Attend Conventions.
Mr. Hart moved to introduce the following:

Allocate $20,000 annually for a 4-year term councilman to attend conventions.

Mr. Hart:  Introduce Ordinance to Increase Starting Rate for all Town Employees to $12.00 per Hour.
Mr. Hart moved to introduce the following:

Increase the starting rate to $12.00 an hour for all town employees.

Mr. Hart:  Introduce Ordinance to Bid Parks and Cemeteries for Board Approval.

Mr. Hart moved to introduce the following:

Bid out parks and cemeteries.

Mr. Hart:  Introduce Ordinance – Proposed Budget FYE 06/30/2018.

Mr. Hart moved to introduce the following:

Propose budget for water and sewer department.  Adopting the budget annually beginning 2017-2018.  Budget should include projected revenue and projected expenditures for the fiscal year.  All salaries of town employees should be a part of the expenditures.  The budget should be done annually with the rationale being council members and the public would be aware of where their dollars are being spent.

Mr. Zanders:  Culverts & Drainage on Palmetto, Third, Second & Sycamore Streets.
Mr. Zanders said he has a concern with flooding and drainage on Palmetto, Third, Second and Sycamore Streets, adding that culverts are too small and water is backing up into houses.  Mr. Zanders said the water backs up at Glynnis Gordon’s house by Bush Street.  Mr. Hart added that there is a 12-inch culvert that needs to be replaced.  

Mr. Foster said he turned in a work order two weeks ago for the same problem.  Mayor Bel asked for a copy of the work order.

Mr. Zanders:  Update LED Information Sign for City Hall.
Mayor Bel presented photos of proposed information signs for City Hall.  Mayor Bel suggested the base be changed to red brick to match City Hall.  Mayor Bel said the Arts Council recommended the sign be placed at Coach Catha Park.
Mr. Zanders:  Update on Shirts for Council and Staff.

Mr. Zanders suggested the town have a vendor provide styles and costs of shirts.  Mayor Bel asked Carol Brooke to obtain sizes and colors and get bids from vendors.

Mrs. Sumrall moved and Mr. Hart seconded to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried without objection.

Attest:
__________________________                               
________________________

Milton “Buddy” Bel, Mayor



Mary Lou Lee, City Clerk
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